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Climate Change in Framingham

Climate change is a global
challenge but creates different
impacts in different places. In
Framingham, residents are
concerned about more severe
storms, unsafe water quality,
expensive groceries, more
allergies, and other impacts.
Before launching into the tools in
this toolkit, read this fact sheet to
learn more about climate
impacts and their relevance to
Framingham residents.

8 R8s Climate Change in Framingham A0SR @

‘What is climate change? Why is it happening?

We all use energy to heat and cool our homes, power our electronics, and drive our cars. Many
of these energy sources use fossil fuels, which release greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions like
carbon dioxide (C02) into the air. This form of pollution impacts our communities and the
atmosphere, leading to climate change.

Climate change specifically refers to the long-term shift in temperatures and
weather patterns. Shifts can be natural, but since the 1800s, human activities have
intensified these changes. Climate change is contributing to unpredictable weather
and increasing the presence of extreme heat, storms, droughts, and mora.

How are residents experiencing climate change in Framingham? Does everyone experience
climate change the same way?

More allergies, ticks, and mosquitos Unsafe water quality in local

lokes and ponds

More severe storms and weather - ) .
) thatbring heat, waves, flooding, _,O\' Expensive groceries and
srggre and high winds o food shortages

The impacts of climate change identified above are felt all across Framingham, but some
community members can face higher exposure or to these hazards, or climate vulnerability.

Climate Vulnerability: characteristics that reduce ourability to adapt to or cope with
climate change impactsonce we are exposed. Vulnerable communities can
aexperisnce the worst effects from climate change, including poor air and water
quality, extreme weather, and the rising cost of essential resources.

For example, neighborhoods across Framingham may be home to residents with characteristics
that make them maore vulnerable to climate change impacts. We refer to these neighborhoods
Environmental Justice (EJ) Communities. Massachusetts uses three demographic criteria (low-
income, minerity, and English isolation) to designate a community as an EJ community. EJ
communities are more often impacted by poliution and climate change because of the
historical disinvestment.

i * 3
How caon we address climate change? @ ﬁ & &

Climate change will increasingly impact the health of our community, environment, and
economy. Taking action to mitigate our contribution to climate change while working to adapt
to the climate impacts that we are already experiencing will be critical to Framingham's future.

The Framingham Climate Action Plan (CAP) is in
X development that will be o roodmap that will help
FT Framingham to reduce carbon emissions with equitable
X strategies and actions that support the long-term social
resilience and economic health of the community.

Learn Moreand JoinUs:  [@] FraminghamMAgov/cAP () CAP@FraminghamMA.gov



https://www.framinghamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/50723/Climate-Change-in-Framingham?bidId=

Framingham is developing a Climate Action Plan!

The Climate Action Plan (CAP) will be a roadmap for Framingham
to reduce carbon emissions and increase community resilience to
climate impacts including flooding, extreme heat, drought, and extreme
storms.

Through an equitable engagement process, the CAP aims to center the
priorities those that are most vulnerable to climate impacts and develop
actionable strategies that will ensure the benefits of climate action are
experienced by all community members. Reaching all corners of the
community can be a challenge!

We need your help to gather
@ community input and feedback!




Climate Conversation Toolkit Overview

Meaningful discussions on climate change are critical to informing the goals,
strategies, and actions that will go into the CAP. You can help us by talking with your
friends, family, neighbors, and colleagues about climate change and sharing with us
what you hear back. Climate change can be a difficult and complex topic to discuss,
so this toolkit has been prepared to help you have these important discussions and
be able to provide input that will shape our planning efforts.

Key - Use the guidance and resources in this toolkit to talk

. with community members about the CAP and how we

Points can make our community more sustainable and
resilient.

- Help us collect feedback that will shape the strategies
and actions that will make up the CAP.

- Allresources are translated into Spanish, Portuguese,

and Haitian Creole.
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Climate Conversation Toolkit Resources %

© ®NO oA RN~

Climate Conversation Guide
Climate Priorities Survey
Community Visioning Survey
Community Mapping Tool
Social Media Graphics

CAP Postcard

CAP Summary Slides

CAP Poster

Event Feedback Form
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There are a range of methods
and formats for gathering
community members’input. You
may feel more comfortable in a
1:1 conversation or would prefer
to talk in a small group of
people you know.

Whatever the case is, the tools
are designed to be flexible and
adaptable to how you would like
to have a discussion.
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Using the Climate Conversation Toolkit

Descriptions and links to each of the tools can be found after this page.

Look out for the icons shown below at the top-right corner of the page. Each icon will
give you an idea of how you could use that resource in a discussion or event.

r Best suited for a 1:1
conversation

P Best for small group
o
N conversations

background on the CAP
and climate change

A
0 Useful for providing

-
650

Useful when you want to provide a
way for people to stay connected to
the CAP process after your discussion

Best for understanding community
members’ concerns and challenges

Best for understanding community
members’ideas for solutions and

actions




1. Climate Conversation Guide }—A

@ Link: Guide (currently available @88 climate Conversation Guide _ 11 @)

° °
These questions can help gulde a conversation about climate impacts and soluticns. Be sure to
allow space for open ended answers and confirm with others thot you can ehare what s
discussed.

Please record a summary {Including direct quotes if possible) of your conversation and fill out
this short questionnalre to share with the Framingham Climate Action Planning Team. Reach
out with any questions: CAP@EFramingharmmo.gov.
‘Questions about Climate Impacts
= What are the pessible weather-reloted emergencles you and your family might face In

D Description: e

= what, if any, climate change impacts have you experienced alrecdy? (exampies: power
outoges, flooding fn home or on my strest, extremely cold or extremely hot femperatures
at home, work, or school, feeling unwell (due fo breathing lesues, very hot days,

Ideas for questions you can use e i o s 5 e S s )

Oeer the past several winters and sumnmers, hawve you left your home In search of ploces

when talking to people about U

° Increased your awareness of climate change?
C I I I I I q te C h q n g e. = What do you feel are the top three environmental lssues your nelghborhood Is facing?

Questions about Climate Solutions

= What, if any, actionz have you taken to prepare for extremne weather, Including storme,
flooding, and power outages?

Q = What resources of suppert do you need to help you and your neighbors stay healthy and

a How to Use: strong In the face of climate change?
Use these questions to lead e e e s

= Have you considered any en efficlency Improvements for your home that you plan
on moving forward with or would like to but need financlal or technlcol osslstance to do

small group conversations or

Hawe you adopted clean energy technologies like solar PV or heat purnps? If so, how

one on one conversations. S R R

= What doss a sustainable Framingham ook like to you In 25 years? What types of climates
octions do you belleve Framingham needs to accomplizh to achleve that vision?

Are there specific strategles that Framinghan should be odopting to Inmprove local
sustainabllity and reduce greenhouse gas emisslons?



https://www.framinghamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/50711/Climate-Conversation-Guide?bidId=

2. Climate Priorities Survey Q- & "

@ Link: Survey (Includes option to take survey

. . oy In Framingham, what are the top three (3) environmental iss
I n S pq n I S hl PO rtug L'Iesel O r H q Ith n C reo I e) you and/or your neighborhood are facing?
D City of Framingham
Severe Flooding Air Quality (Indoor or | Climate Action Plan:

Climate Priorities
Survey

Description:
A comprehensive survey that helps gather

Extreme Heat Access to Parks or G

information about people’s concerns about
climate change and priorities for action. cwomecos |
e City of Framingham is
o Other (write below): gf::l.[%ﬂg? ;;Im?:ﬁegc”on
o impacs of 2 changing dimate and

How to Use: emissons o slow diate s
This process is supported by the
This survey can be done on a computer and 2ot Gyt carbon emisions
cell phone and could be a great activity to emmm e m—
do collaboratively with others. Talking g st
through survey questions with others may esiience o our commurily and

help start some important discussions that

are more in-depth than the survey.



http://mapc.ma/ClimatePriorities​

3. Community Visioning Survey Q AL

Link: SU rvey (I nC I Ud es O ptiq r! to tq ke su rvey in The year is 2050 and the City of Framingham has met its
Spanish, Portuguese, or Haitian Creole) sl o your curant sell 112025, W chen P -

make Framingham a sustainable and clin
community? What does Framingham looi] The year is 2050 and the City
of Framingham has met its

Description: _ climate goals. You are

\ writing a postcard from your
A simple, quick and forward-looking survey o
that helps you brainstorm what you think a K Plae K e
more sustainable and climate resilient and climate-resilient
Framingham looks like in 2025. In addition to e oo e
being available online, the survey can be 20507
printed in postcard format.

May we share your response in future events
materials?

£ How to Use:

Can be used as an introduction to a discussion | ..
to help envision what Framingham could look
like in the future, with emphasis on the climate
challenges that will need to be addressed and
potential solutions that we could adopt to
reduce emissions and/or be more resilient.



https://mapc.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5mTdcMxrNjbT5k2

4. Community Mapping Tool

@ Link: Map _—

D"Hgli) o g“‘;‘lﬂf @ Climate - e Climate
comment > Change Strength eduction Action Idea
(] (]
Description:

Some climate risks or opportunities are very

specific to a place. This interactive map
(accessible on computer and mobile) can
help people share climate action plan ideas or
highlights for specific areas of

Framingham. Simply drag-and-drop points
on the map to add relevant ideas and
comments.

£ .
Fo How to Use:

Some people are more responsive to visuals
so this can be a great tool to identify areas for
concern as well as potential opportunities to
reduce emissions or improve local resilience.
Check the map for specific usage instructions.



http://mapc.ma/CAPmap

5. Social Media Graphics

@

Link:

CAP Priorities Survey — En%lish,
Spqnlish, Portuguese, and Haitian
Creole.

CAP Map - English, Spanish,
Portuguese, and Haitian Creole.

Description:

Social media graphics with “call
to actions” like "take a survey” or
"add to the mapping tool” can
help spread the word about the
Climate Action Plan.

How to Use:

Post on your own personal social
media accounts or share in
relevant II?Ub"C Instagram or
Facebook groups.

EN

City of Framingham
Climate Action Plan

Do you have
recommendations for
strategies or actions for the
Framingham Climate Action
Plan?

City of Framingham
Climate Action Plan

In Framingham, what are the environmental

issues or hazards that you and/or your
neighborhood are facing? Do you
have recommendations for strategies or actions?

Take our prioritization survey!
mapc.ma/ClimatePriorities e

Add to the map!

http://mapc.ma/CAPmap



https://www.framinghamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/50716/Climate-Action-Plan---Prioritization-Survey-1-English?bidId=
https://www.framinghamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/50719/Climate-Action-Plan---Prioritization-Survey-1-Spanish?bidId=
https://www.framinghamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/50718/Climate-Action-Plan---Prioritization-Survey-1-Portuguese?bidId=
https://www.framinghamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/50717/Climate-Action-Plan---Prioritization-Survey-1-Haitian-Creole?bidId=
https://www.framinghamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/50712/Climate-Action-Plan---Map-1-English?bidId=
https://www.framinghamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/50715/Climate-Action-Plan---Map-1-Spanish?bidId=
https://www.framinghamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/50714/Climate-Action-Plan---Map-1-Portuguese?bidId=
https://www.framinghamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/50713/Climate-Action-Plan---Map-1-Haitian-Creole?bidId=

6. CAP Postcard

@ Link: Postcard (Available in English, Spanish, WhatisaClimate  reaioha @
Portuguese, and Haitian Creole) Action Plan? '

The City of Framingham is developing its first Get Involved!
community-wide Climate Action Plan (CAP).
This CAP will serve as a roadmap to protect our Tellusabout  [EjmesaE]

the future of

° ° N g

A ° neighborhoods and create a sustainable and " 4
Desc rI ptlon. resilient future for all, while also advancing ;r;:_‘"‘:g%??;" K g

J i -

strategic initiatives to transition to net zero by 2050.  gee:
. ° Your participation and input for the CAP will be key.
To provide high-level summary of the CAP Tteplnis desgnedtobe acommunlty-deiven |y

plan, we want to make sure to have as many Subscribe to  [a] 24 21 [a]

P : o our newsletter o
opportunities as possible to engage with everyone using the link @

and refer community members to the pame G
Framingham CAP website for more il B romrgrommasen/cx
information. The focus area descriptions can

qlso be helpful for tqlking qbout Strqtegies WhatfocusureaséreintheCIi.TateAction Plan?
and actions for the CAP. Y - - e

vehicles will help reduce Kol K d .
transportation-related greenhouse gas workplaces, improved community
health, greater resilience in the face of

emissions so our community has .
extreme weather & other emergencies,

cleaner air to breathe. O
a & reduced energy costs for building
owners & occupants.

CLEAN ENERGY: To decrease harmful
H OW to U se. emissions, we need to meet the energy
o needs of our homes, businesses, & Syt COMMUNITY: Enhancing community
vehicles with 100% renewable sources of [ . [ resilience is crucial to strengthen the
energy. Renewable energy includes - ability of our residents to withstand, cope

° energy from sunlight, wind, the with, and recover from the impacts of
You can share the postcard with others you
measures to strengthen social fabric of
° ° ° ° ., NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS: Restoring, our neighborhoods, develop emergency
A% protecting, and expanding natural preparedness plans and early warning
are taiking wi O providade them with an At Soms provies oot defense £ysfoms, Garcssand prevent noat
m against climate change and can lessen impacts, and offer financing options for

the impact of flooding and urban heat as communities/businesses to secure

overview of some basics. You can also give to

people after a discussion is over so that they

can stay connected with the CAP process.



https://www.framinghamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/50720/CAP-Postcard?bidId=

7. CAP Summary Slides

@ Link: Slides

Description:
To provide background on climate
change and the CAP process.

0] .
o How to Use:

These slides can be helpful to
prepare for a discussion or even
provide others them with a
background climate change and
the CAP.

Climate Change and Framingham

Climate change is already having significant impacts and
can contribute to:

ot

'’%'| Plan Focus Areqs

More severe g
and weathe
bring heat w

flooding, and Strategies and actions for the plan will be developed through 5 categories:

winds

ENVIRONMENT

S A/ ’_ .
(X X ¢
- a
- OO
C&;J:ETEJNN(I:LY ENERGY MOBILITY
2e-
A
>,
BUILDINGS &

INFRASTRUCTURE



https://www.framinghamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/50721/CAP-Summary-Slides?bidId=

8. CAP Poster

@ Link: Poster

-ﬁ M»\- FRAMINGHAM @

CitYOf Framingham Sustainability

u . o Climate Action Plan
Descrlptlon: a Iqrge pOSter thqt What is the Framin hnm\ / How Can | Participate in

feqtu res the CAP focus qreqs qs Well Climate Action Plan (CAP)? chet Involvfd! the CAP Process?

as information on how community Y
members can contribute to the plan.

[ 1
framinghamma.gov/CAP - Workshops d
= Focus Groups
+ Community Meetings
* Local Events
A=) Contact us to learn more:
<3 CAP@Framinghamma.gov

We are developing a roadmap that
will help Framingham to reduce
carbon emissions and increase
community resilience to climate

change. i i
Oo H ow to U se: What are the Focus Areas of the Climate Action Plan?

Zero Emission Mobillity: Increasing options for more :s:  Net Zero Bulldings: More efficient heating and
peaple to walk, bike, take public transportation, or Community Reslllence: Enhancing % cooling will have multiple benefits including

° ° ° ° . .
§ use electric vehicles will help reduce community resilience is crucial to strengthen the greater comfort, improved community
O S I I l g q q r g e r I S C u S S I O I l W I O O transportation-related greenhouse gas emissions ability of our residents to withstand, cope with, health, greater resilience in the face of
many attendees, the poster can be a _ gl O I
° ° our homes, businesses, and vehicles with 100% ::;"C'S:‘mmﬁisﬁ nd offer financing options. *" and expanding natural systeme provides &
renewable sources of energy. Renewable energy f i 9 natural defense against climate change and
! " r jor local adaptation projects. m e ag t g
° includes energy from sunlight, wind, the can lessen the impact of flooding and urban
R . . movement of water, and geothermal haat ASK ABOUT THE METROWEST CLIMATE heat as well as sequester carbon emissions.
there are challenges with printing,

S0 our community has cleaner air to breathe. Wi and recover from the impacts of climate natural hazards, and reduced energy costs
ASK ABOUT GREEN TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS ~>——-_change. This can include measures to strengthen for building owners and occupants.
. . . social fabric of sur neighborhoods, ASK ABOUT THE GEOTHERMAL PILOT

Clean Energy SUpPIy: in order to decrease harmful .- develop emergency preparedness plans and

emissions, we need to meet the energy needs of early warning systems, address and prevent

the poster can be shownona TV
screen or monitor.



https://www.framinghamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/50722/CAP-Poster?bidId=

9. Event Feedback Form

@ Link: Feedback Form i e

Climate Action Plan
Purpose:

One of the most important materials,

the feedback form helps you and Engagement Type. Wh type of communiy engagement was
others you are discussing with relay cvert one-on-one comversation)
information back to the CAP team for

inclusion in the planning process.

& How to Use:

Fill out this form after hosting or
participating in a CAP discussion. Feel
free to contact the City with chongenFamipgham.
additional information at

CAP@framinghamma.gov.



https://mapc.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bQLUT9jcLoWBbNk
mailto:CAP@framinghamma.gov

Please reach out via email with any questions!

Shawn Luz

Gloria Huangpu

Sustainability Coordinator,

City of Framingham Community Engagement

Specialist, MAPC

sluz@framinghamma.gov
= = ghuangpu@mapc.org

508-532-5652

Kat Kobyilt

Environmental Planner,
MAPC

kkobylt@mapc.org

Emma Zehner
Planner, MAPC
ezehner@mapc.org

For more information, visit:
FraminghamMA.gov/CAP

Elisag Guerrero

Environmental Planning
Intern, MAPC

eguerrero@mapc.org



mailto:sluz@framinghamma.gov
mailto:kkobylt@mapc.org
mailto:eguerrero@mapc.org
mailto:ghuangpu@mapc.org
mailto:ezehner@mapc.org
https://framinghamma.gov/CAP

