Welcome to the
2020 Open Space & Recreation Plan
Public Meeting
November 9, 2020

OSRP Process & Schedule
March 2019 – OSRPIWG kicked off planning for the 2020 Plan update
Spring 2019 – Citizen questionnaire (332 responses received)
May 22, 2019 – Public Visioning Workshop to gather input
Fall 2019‐ Fall 2020 – Updated the chapters from the 2013 OSRP, including the Vision and Goals
November 9, 2020 – Draft 2020 OSRP released for review by the public, boards, and commissions
Winter 2020 – State approval of Draft 2020 OSRP
Spring/Summer 2021 – Release of Final 2020 OSRP (dependent on response from state)
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What is Open Space?

Natural spaces
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• Primarily undeveloped lands, owned privately or publically, that may in many
circumstances contain public access.
• Many open spaces can be considered green space ‐ lands that are partially or
completely covered with grass, trees, shrubs, or other vegetation.
• They can contain active or passive recreational activities.
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Why an Open Space & Recreation Plan?
• Serves as a guide for the City for protecting, managing, improving,
and expanding Framingham’s open space and recreation resources in
the face of continuing development pressures
• Allows the City to apply for State grants and funding for open space &
recreation related projects
• Needs to be updated every 7 years

Elements of the Plan
 Chapter 1: Plan Summary
 Chapter 2: Introduction
 Chapter 3: Community Setting
 Chapter 4: Environmental Inventory & Analysis
 Chapter 5: Inventory of Lands
 Chapter 6: Community Vision
 Chapter 7: Analysis of Need
 Chapter 8: Goals and Objectives
 Chapter 9: The Seven Year Action Plan
https://www.mass.gov/service‐details/open‐space‐and‐recreation‐plans

• MAPS
• APPENDICES

2013 OSRP Goals ‐ Accomplishments
Complete & open the Cochituate Rail Trail

The CRT was completed & opened in 2014.

Protect the Sudbury River Oxbow

The 88 acres surrounding the Oxbow were
protected in 2014.

Create new parks & playgrounds

Children’s Grove playground (2015) &
Framingham’s first skate park (2018) were
opened.

Upgrades to facilities

Loring Arena, Butterworth Park, Macomber
Woods, & the Carol Getchell Trail received
improvements since 2013.

Evaluate zoning for preserving agricultural
lands, including transfer of development
rights regulations

The City passed transfer of development rights
zoning in 2015.

Address invasive aquatic species infestations Treatment for water chestnut occurred in the
Sudbury River.
Adopt Community Preservation Act

Passed last week!

Community Needs (identified by residents
and OSRPIWG)
• Maintenance and improvement of the current inventory of passive and active
recreational facilities.
• Conservation of natural resources and open space to protect water resources,
wildlife habitat, and horticultural, agricultural opportunities, and passive
recreational opportunities
• Creation of corridors for non‐motorized passage for recreation and transit:
i.e., expanded pedestrian access to municipal amenities, access to public
transport, safe, accessible, walkable recreation areas, etc.
• Creation of new recreational facilities to meet unmet needs
• Other efforts (fiscal, educational, managerial, etc.) that will support open
space and recreation goals

2013 Goals

2020 Goals

1.) Maintenance and improvement of the
current inventory of active recreational
facilities

A: Access and Inclusion (Improvements)
B: Maintenance and Sustainability
(Maintenance)

2.) Maintenance and improvement of the
current inventory of Conservation and open
space parcels

A: Access and Inclusion (Improvements)
B: Maintenance and Sustainability
(Maintenance)

3.) Conservation of natural resources and
open space to protect water resources,
wildlife habitat, and horticultural,
agricultural and silvicultural opportunities,
and passive recreational opportunities

B: Maintenance and Sustainability
(Maintenance)

4.) Creation of new recreational facilities
and programs to meet resident needs as
appropriate

A: Access and Inclusion

5.) Undertake other town‐wide efforts that
will support open space and recreation

A: Access and Inclusion (Improvements)
B: Maintenance and Sustainability
(Maintenance)

2020 Goals and Objectives
Access & Inclusion

Maintenance & Sustainability

•
•
•
•
•

• Active Management of City Properties
• Preservation of undeveloped lands
• Conservation of resources in
developed areas
• Health
• Education
• Active Transportation
• Energy
• Stormwater Drainage improvements
and nature‐based solutions

Transportation and Connectivity
Neighborhood Character
Income
Age and Physical Ability
Racial, Linguistic, and Cultural
Diversity

Some Highlighted 2020
OSRP Actions
Pursue priority land protection opportunities
Upgrades to facilities
Continue planning in support of completing the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail
Explore expanding Cushing Park by acquiring additional land
Reach environmental equity through the increase of new recreational facilities
where needed most on the south side
Build City’s First Dog Park
Amend the 8m permit to expand public access to the Weston & Sudbury
Aqueducts
Continue planning in support of the Downtown‐Farm Pond Trail Connection
Continue Conservation Land Management and Stewardship Program
Continue to create new and retrofit old properties for ADA compliant
recreational opportunities

THANK YOU!
Stay involved:
Website – http://bit.ly/OSRPweb
Submit Comments/ feedback to draft plan by 11/30/2020:

OSRP2020@framinghamma.gov

Support Open Space & Recreation work the City, State, and non‐profits do every day!
Send us your open space/recreation photos – OSRP2020@framinghamma.gov

